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257. Rogelio Tavio López, Movimiento 

Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Guantánamo. 

258. Rogelio Tavio Ramı́rez, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Guantánamo. 

259. Rolando Rodrı́guez Lobaina, 
Movimiento Cubano de Jóvenes por la 
Democracia, Alianza Democratico Oriental, 
Guantánamo. 

260. Rosaida Ramı́rez Matos, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Guantánamo. 

261. Rosina González Cruz, Partido Cubano 
Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad Camagüeyana 
de Derechos Humanos, Camagüey. 

262. Rubén Ignacio Núñez San Miguel, 
Partido Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank 
Paı́s, Manzanillo, Granma. 

263. Ruperto Pérez Zayas, Partido Cubano 
Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad Camagüeyana 
de Derechos Humanos, Camagüey. 

264. Sahilı́ Navarro Alvarez, Dama de Blan-
co, hija del prisionero polı́tico Félix Navarro 
Rodrı́guez, Matanzas. 

265. Sandra Guerra Pérez, Centro de 
información Hablemos Press, Provincia 
Habana. 

266. Sandra Rey Moreno, Movimiento 
Feminista por los Derechos Civiles Rosa 
Parks, Coalición Central Opositora, Villa 
Clara. 

267. Santa Lilián Rodrı́guez Rodrı́guez, 
Movimiento de Resistencia Cı́vica Pedro 
Luis Boitel, Consejo de Relatores de 
Derechos Humanos de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

268. Santos Alberto Escalona Blanco, 
Fundación Cubana de Derechos Humanos, 
Consejo de Relatores de Derechos Humanos 
de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

269. Segundo Rey Cabrera González, Comité 
Cubano Pro Derechos Humanos, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Sancti Spiritus. 

270. Solı́cito Mena Contreras, Presidio 
Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel, Coalición Central 
Opositora, Villa Clara. 

271. Sonia Alvarez Campillo, Dama de 
Blanco, esposa del prisionero polı́tico Félix 
Navarro Rodrı́guez, Matanzas. 

272. Tamara Carmenate Betancourt, 
Partido Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, 
Unidad Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

273. Tania Maseda Guerra, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Ciudad de La Habana. 

274. Tatiana Murillo Guerra, Partido 
Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank Paı́s, 
Manzanillo, Granma. 

275. Tatiana Parra Pérez, Liliana Morfis 
Núñez, Colegio de Pedagogos Independientes 
de Cuba, Hoguı́n. 

276. Teófilo Alvarez Gil, Cı́rculos 
Democráticos Municipalistas, Fundación 
Cubana de Derechos Humanos, Camagüey. 

277. Vı́ctor Kindelán Sánchez, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Holguı́n. 

278. Virgilio Mantilla Arango, Fundación 
Cubana de Derechos Humanos, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

279. William Alexis Reyes Mir, prisionero 
polı́tico, Presidio Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel. 

280. William Rodrı́guez Paredes, 
Movimiento 24 de febrero, Provincia Habana. 

281. Wladimir Aguilera Portelles, Partido 
Pro Derechos Humanos Afiliado a la 
Fundación Andrei Sajarov, Alianza 
Democrática Oriental, Holguı́n. 

282. Wladimir Hall de la Torre, Partido Pro 
Derechos Humanos Afiliado a la Fundación 
Andrei Sajarov, Alianza Democrática Ori-
ental, Holguı́n. 

283. Yaité Dianellis Cruz Sosa, Movimiento 
Feminista por los Derechos Civiles Rosa 
Parks. 

284. Yamila Sofı́a Saumell Naranjo, 
Partido Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank 
Paı́s, Manzanillo, Granma. 

285. Yamisleidy Portilla Olivera, Partido 
Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

286. Yanoski Echevarrı́a Rodrı́guez, Partido 
Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

287. Yoan Alexis Mir Torres, Colegio de 
Pedagogos Independientes de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

288. Yoan Alexis Mis Torres, Partido Pro 
Derechos Humanos Afiliado a la Fundación 
Andrei Sajarov, Alianza Democrática Ori-
ental, Holguı́n. 

289. Yoandri Naoski Ricardo Mir, Presidio 
Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel, Holguı́n. 

290. Yoandris Beltrán Gamboa, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Guantánamo. 

291. Yoandris Durán Sánchez, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Holguı́n. 

292. Yordán Velázquez Rodrı́guez, 
Movimiento Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

293. Yorkis Rodrı́guez Domı́nguez, 
Movimiento Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

294. Yorledis Duvalón Guivert Ortiz, 
Movimiento Cubano de Jóvenes por la 
Democracia, Santiago de Cuba. 

295. Yudalmis Fernández Martı́nez, Consejo 
de Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Cı́rculos Democráticos Municipalistas, 
Matanzas. 

296. Yudelmis Fonseca Rondón, 
Movimiento Feminista por los Derechos 
Civiles Rosa Parks, Holguı́n. 

297. Yudisleidis Saavedra Sánchez, 
Movimiento Cubano de Jóvenes por la 
Democracia, Holguı́n. 

298. Yumisleidy Fonseca Rondón, 
Fundación Cubana de Derechos Humanos, 
Consejo de Relatores de Derechos Humanos 
de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

299. Yunieski Garcı́a López, Presidio 
Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel, Coalición Central 
Opositora, Villa Clara. 

300. Yurisander Gómez Hernández, 
Movimiento Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate agrees to the report of 
the committee of conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the amendment of the House to the bill 
(S. 454) ‘‘An Act to improve the organi-
zation and procedures of the Depart-
ment of Defense for the acquisition of 
major weapon systems, and for other 
purposes.’’. 

f 

ISRAEL REMAINS A KEY U.S. 
ALLY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. FOXX. With Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu in Washington this 

week, it’s important that we refocus on 
the unique relationship the U.S. shares 
with the Nation of Israel. This year is 
the 61st anniversary of the State of 
Israel. But 61 years of existence does 
not mean that Israel no longer faces 
profound threats to its very survival. 
Chief among those is the threat of a 
nuclear-armed Iran and Iran’s con-
tinuing aggressive stance towards 
Israel in the region. 

b 1900 
Making matters even more urgent, 

Iran announced today that it has suc-
cessfully test-fired a missile that is ca-
pable of striking Israel in addition to 
U.S. military installations in the Mid-
dle East and parts of Southeastern Eu-
rope. With his typical rhetorical ham-
mer and anvil, Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said that with 
today’s missile launch, Iran is sending 
a strong message on the nuclear front: 
‘‘Today the Republic of Iran is running 
the show.’’ 

While I doubt that this is the case, it 
is increasingly clear that Iran relishes 
its role as Middle East troublemaker 
and is nowhere near giving up its trou-
bling belligerent stance toward our 
Israeli allies. Yet despite the threats 
and instability that proliferate in the 
Middle East, Israel has proven to be a 
steadfast ally to the U.S. and a model 
of a free and open democratic state in 
this troubled region. Since the time of 
its creation more than 60 years ago, 
Israel has served as an example of de-
mocracy and equal rights for her neigh-
bors. Israel has also proved to be a 
steadfast ally to the United States in a 
variety of ways, particularly within 
our country’s diplomatic efforts in the 
Middle East. 

Since its founding in 1948, the State 
of Israel has served as a democratic an-
chor in the Middle East. Like the 
United States, the Israeli Declaration 
of Independence protects freedom of 
speech, freedom of religion, a free 
press, free elections and many other te-
nets of a free society. Israel established 
a democracy in the midst of a politi-
cally tumultuous region and by guar-
anteeing the basic rights of her citi-
zens, sets herself apart from her au-
thoritarian neighbors. Israel prides 
herself on women’s rights and equal 
pay for women in the workforce. The 
first female Prime Minister, Golda 
Meir, was elected in 1969, just 21 years 
after the formation of modern Israel. 
Women now serve as the Foreign Min-
ister, Speaker of the Knesset and Chief 
Justice of the Israeli Supreme Court. 
Furthermore, Israel has recognized the 
necessity of providing equal rights re-
gardless of gender or race and deserves 
to be commended. 

Not only is Israel an example for her 
neighbor as a thriving democracy 
where citizens’ rights are protected 
through the rule of law, she has also 
been an avid supporter in the global 
war on terror. The U.S. and Israel are 
continually working together to de-
velop sophisticated military tech-
nology and improve Israel’s defense 
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